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ABSTRACT 



This bulletin is one of four containing reprints of 
working papers used in developing the teacher performance 
specifications for the Georgia educational model for the preparation 
of elementary school teachers (ED 025 491) . "Teacher performance 
specifications" are defined as descriptions of behaviors regarded by 
the Georgia study as essential characteristics (skills, attitudes, 
knowledge, etc^) for teachers if they are to adequately fulfill their 
professional obligation. An introductory section describes procedures 
which were used to obtain the specifications from three sources: 
desired pupil behaviors, established educational principles, and 
observation of teachers on-the-job. The worksheets for language arts 
behaviors include 12 basic objectives for the elementary school 
language listening program, 11 for the oral language program 
(speech) , 11 for the reading program, and ten for the composition 
progranti Listed under each of the 44 objectives are several pupil 
learning behaviors, teaching behaviors, and the suggested 
specifications for a teacher education program. (J-S) 
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Note: Thrs bulletin reports one of a series of investigations 

designed to develop, evaluate and implement a model 
teacher education program for the preparation of ele- 
mentary teachers. This report was prepared pursuant 
to a contract with the Office of Education,. U.S. Depart- 
ment of Health, Education and Welfare. Contractors 
undertaking such projects under Government sponsorship 
are encouraged to express freely their professional 
judgment in the conduct of the project. Points of view 
°’ r opinions stated do not, therefore, necessarily repre- 
sent official Office of Education position or policy. 
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Preface 



This is one of a series of four related bulletins* each 
of which contains reprints of working papers used in devel- 
oping the teacher performance specifications for the Georgia 
educational, model for the preparation of elementary school 
teachers (Johnson, Shearron, & Stauffer, Oct., 1968). 

The original working papers (see list of references) are 
now out of print, and because of continuing interest of edu- 
cators in the content of these papers this series of bulletins 
was prepared. The four bulletins were compiled by Drs. Gilbert 
F. Shearron and Charles £• Johnson and are entitled: 

GEM Bulletin 69-19. Specification Worksheets for 

Language Arts Behaviors . 

GEM Bulletin 69-20. Specification Worksheets for 

Behaviors in the Arts and Sciences . 

GEM Bulletin 69-21. Specification Worksheets for 

Behaviors Drawn from Educational Principles . 

GEM Bulletin 69-22. Specification Worksheets for 

Cognitive Processes and Affective Behaviors. 
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Teacher Performance Specifications 

Teacher performance specifications are descriptions of 

behaviors regarded by the Georgia study as essential charac- 

/ 

teristics (skills, attitudes, knowledges, etc.) for teachers 
if they are to adequately fulfill their professional obli- 
gations. Part III of the report which presents the Georgia 
educational model (Johnson et al« , Oct. 1968) contains 
classified lists of hundreds of these performance specifi- 
cations which the authors regard as the core of the model. 
These specifications were drawn primarily from three basic 
sources: (a) desirable pupil behaviors, (b) established / 

educational principles, and (c) observations of teachers 
on-the-job* The procedures used to obtain these specifi- 
cations from the basic sources are described in detail in 
the aforementioned report (Johnson e£ al^. , Oct • 1968 ) • The 
following discussion provides only a brief summary of these 
procedures, and the remainder of the bulletin presents the / 
actual worksheets or working papers which were used. 
Specifications Based on Desired Pupi.1 Behaviors 

• The procedure for determining teacher performance speci- 
fications based on desired pupil behaviors began with a con- 
census of specialists regarding the goals of the elementary 
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school* Using. these goals, elementary school objectives were 
determined in specific areas ox learning* Nesci, educators 
e xa mined these objectives and prepared descriptions of kinds 
of pupil learning behaviors that would guide the pupil^ in 
the direction of attaining the objectives . The pupil learn- 
ing behaviors were then carefully examined by teams of pro- 
fessionals in order to determine the kinds of teacher teaching 
behaviors which would be necessary to effect the desired pupil 
behaviors* It was on the basis of these teaching behaviors 
that certain of the teacher performance specifications for 
the Georgia model were identified and classified* 
Specifications Based on Educational Principles 

The procedure for determining teacher performance speci- 
fications based on established educational principles began 
with a review of professional literature and consultation 
with specialists with a view toward establishing lists of 
what could be regarded as sound education principles* These 
were classified under three headings: instruction^ learning, 

and organization. For each principle a teaching objective 
was created. For these teaching objectives lists of teacher 
teaching behaviors were developed. These in turn led to the 



ERJC 



4 



designing of additional teacher performance specifications 
for the model program* 

Observations of the Teacher On-the-job 

The two processes of obtaining teacher performance 
specifications summarized above were supplemented with speci- 
fications drawn from studies of teacher teaching behaviors 
on-the-job. The findings of these studies are summarized 
in Appendix A of the document containing the specifications 
(Johnson, et al . « Get. 1968), and are not summarized in any 
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Objectives for the Elementary School 
Language Listening Program 



To understand the listener's role in the communication process* 

To understand and use basic listening aspects such as hearing, 
auding , comprehending, and determining a speaker's purpose* 

To distinguish different purposes for listening (following 
directions, getting a general idea, drawing conclusions, 
increasing enjoyment) and adapt his listening skills in 
terms of these purposes* 

To distinguish between relevant and irrelevant details and 
between statements of fact and statements of opinion or 
fantasy* 

To organize and synthesize information received from an oral 
presentation* 

To understand the nature of the language* 

To evaluate personal listening habits and identify aspects 
where further practice or training is needed* 

To recognize and identify some forms of propaganda, bias, 
and emotionalism in receiving information from various audio 
sources* 

To evaluate statements received from various audio sources 
and make inferences or raise questions consistent with the 
informational content supplied by these sources* 

To solve listening problems* 

To practice courtesy and attentiveness in listening* 

To appreciate various audio forms of artistic expression 
(e*g*, music, plays, poems, and choral readings)* 
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Objective #1 

To understand the listener's role in the communication process* 

Pupil learning behaviors 

1* The pupil differentiates basic communication process elements 
(sender, message, and receiver)* 

2* The pupil recognizes that the listener receives and reacts 
to the messages which axe presented by the speaker* 

3* The pupil discovers that the communication process requires 
attention and participation by both speaker and listener* 

4* The pupil realizes that listener responses are a form of 
feedback which indicate listening effectiveness* 

Teaching behaviors 

1* The teacher presents preparatory information relating to 
communication process elements* 

2* The teacher sets up group situations and activities and guides 
pupils as they perform different roles* 

3* The teacher supplies examples both from daily life and from 
unique situations where communication takes different forms, 
and hence the listener's role changes* 

» 

4* The teacher observes and assesses pupil performance in various 
listening situations* 

5* The teacher summarizes with pupils' aid the elements learned, 

and introduces more complex communication situations for further 
application of these elements* 

Suggested specifications for a teacher education program 

A teacher education program will provide the student with: 



1* A knowledge of communication elements and an ability to set 
expectations and introduce preparatory information* 



2 . 



A knowledge of effective listening habits and an ability to 
demonstrate these habits in the classroom* 



3, 



A knowledge of relevant activities and tasks and an ability 
to organize these to form productive learning situations* 
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4 m A knowledge of observational and assessment procedures and 
an ability to apply these procedures to evaluate pupil 
performance* 

5* A knowledge of more complex communication situations and an 
ability to help pupils to apply new understandings to these 
situations* 
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Objective #2 

To understand and use basic listening aspects such as hearing, 

auding, comprehending, and determining a speaker's purpose* 

Pupil learning behaviors 

1. The pupil explains listening aspects such as hearing, auding, 
comprehending , etc* 

2. The pupil distinguishes various levels of listening and speaker 
purposes • 

3. The pupil discovers that speakers have different purposes and 
identifies some of the different purposes* 

4. The pupil varies levels of listening in terms of different 
speaker purposes. 

Teaching behaviors 

1* The teacher presents preparatory information relating to 
various levels of listening* 

2* The teacher sets up activities and tasks and guides students 
to vary their listening levels as speaker purposes differ* 

3* The teacher observes and assesses pupils' performance as 
listeners* 

4. The teacher reviews with pupils* aid new skills and introduces 
new situations for further application. 

Suggested specifications for a teacher education program 

A teacher education program will provide the student with: 

1. A knowledge of the different levels of listening and an 
ability to set expectations and communicate preparatory 
information. 

2. A knowledge of relevant learning tasks and resources and an 
ability to organize these to form productive learning situations* 

3. A knowledge of observational and assessment procedures and an 
ability to apply these procedures to evaluate pupil performance* 

4. A knowledge of more complex situations and an ability to aid 
pupils to apply the different levels of listening in these 
new situations* 
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Objective #3 * 



To distinguish different purposes for listening (following directions,, 
getting a general idea, drawing conclusions, increasing enjoyment) 
and adapt his listening skills in terms of these purposes. 



Pupil learning behaviors 

1* The pupil identifies different purposes for listening. 

2. The pupil varies listening skills and techniques according 
to the different purposes. 

3. The pupil makes the proper response in relation to each 
different purpose. 



Teaching behaviors 



1. The teacher presents information related to different listening 
purposes. 

2. The teacher sets up activities and situations to aid pupils 
to listen for various purposes. 

3. The teacher observes and assesses pupils* responses to determine 
their progress in listening for different purposes. 

4. The teacher summarizes with pupils* aid the major points and 
introduces new situations for further application. 

Suggested specifications for a teacher education program 

A teacher education program will provide the student with: 

1. A knowledge of different listening purposes and an ability 
to set expectations and communicate preparatory information. 

2. A knowledge of relevant training tasks and resources and an 
ability to organize them into productive learning situations. 

3. A knowledge of observational and assessment procedures and 
an ability to evaluate pupil performance. 

4. A knowledge of more complex situations and an ability to 
aid pupils to apply learned skills to these situations. 
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Objective #4 

To distinguish between relevant and irrelevant details and between 

statements of fact and statements of opinion or fantasy * 

Pupil learning behaviors 

1. The pupil explains terms such as fact, opinion, fantasy, etc. 

2. The pupil identifies relevant and irrelevant information in 
terms of a central topic, idea, or theme. 

3. The pupil pulls out relevant details and organizes them to 
form a supporting framework of development. 

i 

4* The pupil discovers that critical listening involves making 
distinctions of this type* 

Teaching behaviors 

1. The teacher presents information relating to statements of 
fact and statements of opinion. 

2. The teacher sets up related activities and situations to 
assist pupils to listen critically* 

3. The teacher observes and assesses pupils 1 responses* 

4* The teacher summarizes with pupils 1 aid the main points and 
introduces new situations for extended application* 

Suggested specifications for a teacher education program 

A teacher education program will provide the student withs 

1. a knowledge of critical listening skills and an ability to 
set expectations and communicate preparatory information. 

2. A knowledge of re le vent tasks and resources and an ability 
to organize these into productive learning situations. 

3. A knowledge of observational and assessment procedures and 
an ability to use them to assess pupil performance. 

4. A knowledge of more complex situations and an ability to aid 
pupils to apply learned skills to these situations* 



Objective #5 



To organize and synthesize information received from an oral 

presentation. 

Pupil learning behaviors 

1, The pupil distinguishes information related to a central 
topic or theme, 

2, The pupil identifies introductory, body, and summary information, 

3, The pupil discovers that oral presentations follow a basic pattern 

4, The pupil abstracts basic points from a presentation and forms 
a descriptive analysis. 

Teaching behaviors 

1, The teacher presents information related to thematic or 
topical organizat ion , 

2, The teacher sets up activities and situations and guides 
pupils to make a descriptive analysis of oral presentations, 

3> The teacher observes and assesses pupils' repsonses to determine 
their progress in formulating a descriptive analysis of oral 
presentations, 

4* The teacher summarizes with pupils' aid the major points and 
introduces new situations for further application. 

Suggested specifications for a teacher education program 

A teacher education program will provide the student with: 

1, A knowledge of descriptive analysis and an ability to set 
expectations and communicate preparatory information. 

2, A knowledge of relevant training tasks and resources and an 
ability to organize them into productive learning situations, 

3, A knowledge of . observational and assessment techniques and 
an ability to apply them to evaluate pupil performance, 

4, A knowledge of more complex situations and an ability to aid 
pupils to apply learned skills to these situations. 



